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We spark discovery, joy, 
and connection among 
the communities of the 
Commonwealth with the 
shared experience of opera.

Kentucky Opera is a vital 
component of the cultural health 
of our region, contributing to a 
compassionate, open-minded, 
and vibrant community.

VISION

MISSION



40 Households utilized pay-what-you-can tickets 248 Artists & creatives

444 Hours of rehearsal

772 Kids served in schools & libraries

355 Donors

65 Local jobs

6,333 Tickets issued

20 Public performances

5 World premieres

YOU KEEP THE VISION ALIVE
For over 70 years, Kentucky Opera has become a community pillar, offering world class opera that 
delights, uplifts, and inspires. Today, people from across the Commonwealth enjoy dynamic productions 
and learn from our unique, thought-provoking programming. Thanks to your support, nationally recognized 
programs have a home right here in Kentucky. 

Together, we are a leading regional opera company that feeds our Kentucky spirit.

How would you like to connect and 
engage? Contact Jocelyn Hankins, 
Director of Advancement, to discuss 
your involvement.

Your Impact



$734,018

$1,123,438

$549,541

$204,852

Artistic Programming

Administrative

Program Operations

Fundraising

$190,409
$360,958

$2,189,841

EARNED REVENUE

Program revenue $274,296
All other earned revenue $86,662

CONTRIBUTED REVENUE

Individual Contributions $1,146,960
Institutional Contributions $617,988
Planned Giving $328,370
Events, net $96,523

ENDOWMENT DISTRIBUTION

FY23 Operating Revenue

FY23 Operating Expenses

FINANCIAL SUMMARY



Historic Net Assets

Composition of a Show

$114,664

Costs Covered by Ticket Sales

La bohème: $114,664
María de Buenos Aires: $62,788
Gift of the Magi: $28,489
Cinderella: $82,736

$62,788

$28,489

$82,736

FINANCIAL POSITION



La bohème María de Buenos Aires

“So moving and beautiful. 
I laughed and cried.” “My first opera and I will 

definitely be back!”

Gift of the Magi

“I am proud that Louisville 
has such a venue.”

Cinderella
“The most enjoyable 
opera I have ever
attended.”

Bravo Time Amplify Songs of Justice

“Love the new opera house, love 
opportunities to hear Black choirs, 
excited to celebrate Juneteenth.”

“We just had a wonderful experience at 
our Fairdale Library. My son...loves opera 
and this was a very positive experience.”

WHAT AUDIENCES ARE SAYING



BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
Strategic Pillars | 2023-2028

Values
INTEGRITY
PASSION

COURAGE
BELONGING

CONNECTION EXCELLENCE

GROWTH EXPANSION

We will offer productions programs, and 
pathways that connect with the people we 
seek to reach and build meaningful 
relationships around opera.

We will ensure all our programs, process-
es, and people are as excellent and 
innovative as our art, while remaining 
connected to our values.

We will invest in capacity building to 
support the other strategic pillars with 
healthy business practices focused on long 
term, managed growth.

We will broaden our reach to a wider 
array of communities – races, ages, ethnic-
ities, and geographically – throughout the 
Commonwewalth.



The Following Donors  
Help Make it All Possible
James and Lyn Aalen
Bill and Doris Abdallah
Sarah Acland
Crystal Adams
Kandis and Donnie Adkins
Tomas Aguilera
Joyce Albro
Tina Allen
Anthony Ambrose
Sidney and Dana Anderson
Anonymous (5) 
Arthur K. Smith Family Foundation
Natalie Baca
Walter Badenhausen
Baird Foundation
Kim and Mark Baker
Alta Burnett and Crump Baker
Beverly Ballantine
James and Sibylla Banks
Alma L. Benedict
Stephen and Sharon Berger
Aruni Bhatnagar
Alison Lee Bills
Mrs. Barry Bingham, Jr.
Thomas J. Bischoff
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Neville Blakemore, Jr. and Gray Henry
Anne-Marie Blancquaert and Walter 
Bruyninckx
William and Elizabeth Blodgett
William F. Bolte
Charles and Jeanetta Bosley
Tom and Peggy Brashear
Joan Brennan
Brown-Forman
Brown-Forman Foundation
Christina Lee Brown
Gilbert C. Brunnhoeffer
Rhonda Burks
Robin Burnham
Drs. Frank and Carolyn Burns
Kiel and Jason Butterfield-Malin
Rolandas T. Byrd
Charles Cash
Vicki Catlin
Charles and Linda Cauble
Maleva Chamberlain
Jared Chastain
Winnie Hsi Chen
Jack and Jeannine Chivatero
Elizabeth Christoff
Walter D. Clare
John and Gretchen Clark

Helen Cohen and Larry Sloan
Barbara Collins
Commercial Kentucky, Inc.
Daniel and Sharon Conway
Colton Cook
Jill Cooper
Brett Corbin and Samantha 
Wallace-Corbin
Cynthia Corbitt
Fred and Linda Cowan
Cassandra Culin
Sara Cummins
Betsey and Gary Daniel
Tracy E Davis
Sarah DeMoor
Janet M. DenUyl
Richard and Karen Dickie
Thomas and Janice Donan
David and Marcia Dorman
Jon A. Doukas
Joseph Drescher
Kenneth East and Timothy Thurlow
Bruce Ebanks
Mark Eldred
Hiram and Terry Ely
Jane and Bert Emke
Frank Espohl
Benjamin J. Evans
Vilma Fabre
Ronald and Hulyn Farr
Dr. Walter Feibes
Elizabeth Fennell
Lynn F. Ferreira
Mary L. Ferreira
Kathy Finnegan
Marjorie R. Fitzgerald
Andrew and Trish Fleischman
Scott Flint
J. Todd and Sarah Flowers
Connie Fondong
Turney P. Berry and Kendra D. Foster
Kimberly Fox
Kirk Strack and Susan Friedrich
Frost Brown Todd
David and Linda Fuchs
Fund for the Arts
Ronald and Andrea Gallo
Thelma Gault
John and Paddy Sue Gay
Anthony and Judith George
Lawrence and Erica Gettleman
The Gheens Foundation, Inc.
Jennifer Griffis

Mona June Hagyard
John R. Hale
Robert and Angie Halliday
Lena and Matthew Hamel
June Hampe
Ben and Jocelyn Hankins
Barbara Harcourt
Owen and Eleanor Hardy
Barbara B. Hardy
Jeffrey and Martha Hargis
Carol Sharpe Harper
Spencer Harper III
Thomas and Catherine Harper
Susan Harrison and Paul Reid
Martha Harris
Frank and Paula Harshaw
Donna Hasberry
Jim and Sara Haynes
Anne Haynie
Cary and Jyll Hearn
Carol W. Hebel
Carl Helmich Jr.
Henry V. Heuser, Jr.
Amanda Hicks
Camille Hill and Yvonne Mallon
Fritz and Daryl Hollenbach
Julie Hopkins
John S. Howard
Ashley Tindall Huijbregts
Richard and Joan Humke
Byron and Barbara Humke
Tom and Joanne Hurst
Amanda Hyberger
David and Lila Hyberger
Thomas James III
Barbara Lynne Jamison and Keith Logan
Kristen and Gary Jensen
Steve and Diana Jester
Jacqueline M Johnson
Alexandria Jones
Chris Jones
Mark Kano
Jennifer and Bruce Keisling
Danail and Gergana Kelisakiev
William P. Kelly III
Lewis and Linda Kelly
Michael Kemper and Annette Grisanti
Kentucky Arts Council
Ron Kmecak
kpff
Kroger Community Rewards
Henry and Marti Kuehn
Elizabeth Kuhn



Donors, continued
Nana Lampton
Carl E. Langenhop Trust
Tom and Judy Lawson
Philip Lawver
Lacy Lechner
LG&E and KU Foundation
Louisville Metro Government
Robin Lucas
James D. Ludwig
Fairleigh and Abby Lussky
William Gast Lussky
Stanley and Sally Macdonald
Mr. Allison J. Maggiolo
Zonia Maguire
Walter Major
Anne Maple
Kylee Marcy
Mariner Wealth Advisors
Boyce Martin and Melea East
Patrick Joel Martin
Annetta and Gary Maryman
David and Susan Mateja
Steve and Virginia Mattingly
Eric McCloud
Kathryn McClure
Kenneth and Phyllis McWilliams
Susan S. Means
Mr. Neil E. Mellen and Dr. Mavin Martin
Marilyn O. Meredith

Karen and David Miller
Guy and Elizabeth Montgomery
Beverly D. Moore
Christine Moore
Jennifer Moore
P. S. Moore
Blue Grass MOTORSPORT
Ron and Debra Murphy
Robin Napier
Pamela Nation
Catherine Nelson 
Anthony L. Newberry
Charles G. Nichols
Donald S. Norman
Thomas P. O'Brien III
Erin Obenauf
Dr. Naomi J. Oliphant
Susannah S. Onwood
Opera America
Chet Overstreet
Jefferson Owens
Nancy Parish
Aron Patrick
Carmel J. Person
Karl and Lila Peters
Catherine Pfeifer
Sharon P. Pfister
Randy Blevins and Matthew Porter
Ann Price and John J. Davis III

Rick and Von Purdy
Mark Raisor
George Rapp, Jr. and Lynne Meena
Mitch and Cindee Rapp
Laura Reed
Karl Renninger and Heather O'Mara
Republic Bank
Republic National Distributing Co
Susan Rhinehart
Amanda Richardson
Sandra Richardson and Don Keeling
Michael H Ritchie
Robert Half International
Laura Marcum Rogers
Linda Roosevelt
Jackie Rosky
Rotary Club of Louisville
William and Jackie Rubin
Ellen RuddCarter and Sara Ruml
Barbara Sandford
Kimberly Sanders
Yvonne Satow
Russell and Theresa Saunders
Rev. Edward W. Schadt
Michael and Saundra Schaefer
Martha and Arnold Schecter
Susan E. Schiller
Lyndon and Helen Schmid Charitable 
Foundation

In February 2023, Kentucky Opera was one of eight companies awarded 
a Civic Practice grant from OPERA America. This prestigious multi-year 
grant supports efforts to address civic priorities in our communities.

William C. Schrader III
Mr. and Mrs. Eric D. Scott
Edwin and Marcia Segal
Lewis Seiler
Allen Seitter
Ellen and Max Shapira
Joseph and Winona Shiprek
Vicki Shoulders
Lauren Shouse
Jay Sigman and Ashley Davis Sigman
John Sistarenik
Barbara Sexton Smith and Lacey Smith
David Smith
Hollie Smith
Jonathan Smith
Nathan and Katherine Smith

Sheryl Smith
Vernon and Peggy Smith
Susan Sobel
James and Nan Spalding
Eileen W. Spears
Bob and Silvana Steen
Temple and Virginia Stites
Stock Yards Bank and Trust Company
Jeff Stodghill
Strategic Communications
Anita M. Streeter
Roxanne and Elwood Sturtevant
Harry L. Swaim And June M. Swaim 
Foundation
Wendy Swisher
John Tederstrom and Mark Cannon

Rebecca Terry
Paul and Pamela Thompson
Peter Thompson
Larry Thornton
Eric Tie
Joan H. Todd
The Estate of Rose Mary Toebbe
Erika and Robert Toon
Jessica Travelstead
Izak Trengove
Meg Upchurch
Linda and Christopher Valentine
Shannon Viau
Wayne Garcia Villanueva and Janet C. 
Witzleben
Sue and Dave Vislisel



Donors, continued
Inta K. Voight
James and Elizabeth Voyles
Dina Vuturo
Nancy Walcher
William and Alice Walsh
Jane Walsh
Kandice and Ross Walton
Catherine and Frank Ward
Kevin and Linda Wardell
Dr. David and Sharon Watkins
Matthew and Kathleen Watkins
Mark Webster
James and Marianne Welch
Jane F. Welch
Maud Cabot Welch
Lori Wells
Allyson White
Joan Whittenberg
Rick and Nicole Wigginton
Susan Wilburn
Emily Williams
Ernest and Patricia Williams
Kyle Bailey and Matthew Williams
Elizabeth Willoughby
Susan Winegarden
Markus Winkler
Barry and Elaine Wise
Andreas Wokutch and Seema Sheth
Phoebe Wood
WYATT
Jasmine Young
John and Judith Youngblood
Deborah Zickefoose

IN MEMORY
Anonymous in Memory of Don Glaser
Anthony Ambrose in memory of Frances 
Ambrose
Mrs. Barry Bingham, Jr. (in memory of 
Dr. Leonard Leight)
Chuck Boyer in memory of Jane S. Boyer
Charles and Linda Cauble In memory of 
Theodore S. Rosky
Mary C. Hancock in memory of William 
Wayne Hancock, Jr.
Melinda V. Heinritz in Memory of Linda 
Kay Vogler
Nana Lampton in memory of Carl 
Theodore Fischer, Jr.
Marilyn O. Meredith in memory of 
Thomson Smillie
Richard O. Spalding in Memory of Mary 
Ann Ball
Joan Whittenberg in memory of Robert 
W. Vaughan

IN HONOR
Anonymous in honor of Tom James
Barry Allen in honor of Paula and Frank 
Harshaw
Jack and Jeannine Chivatero in honor of 
David and Susan Mateja's 50th
Betsey and Gary Daniel in honor of Joan 
McCombs
Marcia Guida in Honor of Thomas James 
III, MD
Amanda and Ben Rhoads in honor of 
Susan and David Mateja

88 KEY PIANO SPONSORS

Lead Piano Sponsor: Blue Grass 
MOTORSPORT
Emily Albrink
Beverly Ballantine
Charles and Elizabeth Barr
Turney P. Berry and Kendra D. Foster
Anne-Marie Blancquaert and Walter 
Bruyninckx
Chuck Boyer in memory of Jane S. Boyer
Katherine Calcamuggio Donner
Walter D. Clare
Jill Cooper
Jesse Donner
Jane and Bert Emke
Matthew and Lena Hamel
Frank and Paula Harshaw
Carol Hebel
Jennifer and Bruce Keisling
Henry and Marti Kuehn
Johanna Kvam
David Mamedov
Davis and Susan Mateja
Rev. Edward W. Schadt
Chad Sloan
Bob and Silvana Steen
Bob and Erika Toon
Linda and Christopher Valentine
Jane F. Welch

OPERA CENTER CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN DONORS

1,000,000+
Christina Lee Brown

$250,000+
The Estate of Rose Mary Toebbe

$50,000+
Turney P. Berry and Kendra D. 
Foster
Blue Grass MOTORSPORT
Frank and Paula Harshaw

$25,000+
Matthew and Lena Hamel
Kosair Charities

$10,000+
Fund for the Arts
Carol Sharpe Harper

$5,000+
William and Elizabeth Blodgett
Ann Price and John J. Davis III
Anita M. Streeter

$2,000+
Kyle Bailey and Matthew Williams
Henry and Marti Kuehn
Thomas P. O'Brien III
Mr. and Mrs. Eric D. Scott
Bob and Erika Toon

We gratefuly acknowledge every hardworking and generous individual, 
company, and organization whose efforts on behalf of Kentucky Opera 
enable us to raise the curtain each season. Please forgive any unintended 
omission, and do let us know so we may include you in the future.


